TO HIS SON, ON EDUCATION.	105 January 2, 0.8 1748.
DEAR BOY,
I AM edified with the allotment of your time at Leipsigj which is so well employed, from morning till night, that a fool would say, you had none left for yourself; whereas, I am sure, you have sense enough to know that such a right use of your time is having it all to yourself; nay, it is even more, for it is laying it out to immense interest; which, in a very few years, will amount to a prodigious capital.
Though twelve of your fourteen Commensaux may not he the liveliest people in the world, and may want (as I easily conceive they do) le ton de la bonne oom-pagnie, et les graces, which I wish you, yet pray take care not to express any contempt, or throw out any ridicule, which, I can assure you, is not more contrary to good manners than to good sense: but endeavour rather to get all the good you can out of them; and something or other is to be got out of everybody. They will, at least, improve you in the German language ; and, as they come from different countries, you may put them upon subjects concerning which they must necessarily be able to give you some useful information, let them be ever so dull or disagreeable in general: they will know something, at least, of the laws, customs, government, and considerable families of their respective countries; all which are better known than not, and consequently worth inquiring into. There is hardly anybody good for every thing, and there is scarcely anybody who is absolutely good for nothing. A good chymist will extract some spirit or other out of every substance; and a man of parts will, by his dexterity and management, elicit some-